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the men who were at work in the advanced : 
which runs slong within a thousand yards of their ‘Qeen 
line of forts. It was only three nights age since the poy cme Armee 
first earth was thrown up, and befere dawn our men | 1 do pot think 
had made a very comfortable shelter for themselves | fore the first 
from the storm of sheil and shot that greeted the reve- | The Stander 
lation of the work to rebel eyes. This trench runs 
from York River directly across an open field to the Correapandence of th 
woeds. Behind it—perhapsa hundred rods—stands 
the old mansion in which it is said Wasumeron and 
Coaswatuis signed the tresty of surrender. There is moe ae 
a large lawn im front, @ fine peach-orchard now in | The roads are péi 
fall blossom in the rear, and to the right the view ex- | encamped in a seriés‘of 1 
tends over the York River and Gloucester Point. iiiebet osha min 7 
Last night a body of regulars quietly ran‘ zig-sag prea nem , ' 
from this first parallel some sixty or seventy yards 1 Gout of ingly wee es 4" 
nearer the advance, in spite of heavy firing which the | of Gen. W.. F. Surm, to inv 
rebels opened upon them. This morning, at about 10 | brought against bim i 
o’clock, the rebeis opened with great vigor, and for ‘cme be 
over an hour kept up ae ee ee Dire ger 
ing and bursting in the open field beyond, 1 had, —_ _ o. From t 
from the top of a very high tree on @ conspicuous congue ject, (and 
point, a splendid view of the whole performance, and | ST**t MARY oficers upon ity) 

































could see distinctly the discharge of the guns and the ae 
bursting of the shells. Our men kept quietly at work, | what ve mot 
and not one who remained in the trenches was hurt, | end it ; 
Three who strayed into the open field were killed. | "P°™ 

One was named Gusanssr, and belonged to the Forty- ou on 

Fourth New-York Volunteers; the names of the | rious office 
others I did not learn. : be part and’ ner, m 


An bour after the Airing’ éfased 'T rode’ with mgrversagoctiee a ng 
Borrzariaty and half-a-dozefi.others to the end of tne ~ 3 of. 

: mac for political purposes, there W 
work, and then dismounting, walked along the | ‘o, x cosorieg (hen, SARE 


trenches, and visited the house already referred to. 
One tremendous shell had struck the ground, bounded concrunvly, Li 
and passed through the foundation into the cellar, and | 8*°U* 
then upward, through the floor, where it burst, shat- anesies or suspicion « Seat 
tering the whole establishment by its explesion. Re His first fall occurred wi 
turning toward the trenches, we had, at a. point pro- | speed across an open fit 
jecting into tne river, and partially shaded with trees, | fectly smooth and safe. © ame to w 
a capital view of a sand-bag battery, around which | ‘° be bre arco of hat ress Bem 
ten or fifteen rebels were standing, apparently watch-— knees ; the horse fell,and the 6 s 
ing the progress of our work, but. nad over his. aed a got, remy 
terruptit, They apparently discovered od us* after phos 
time, and began to train a field plece upon pty 
tlon—but we disappointed them by retiring into’ th ' ‘the seun: seer 
friendly protection of the trenches. : caddie ee 

I have spent. now two days in e Gene oF 
entire front of our position. «I 5 ag Capt. War, of the C t Survey, oa 
sition to report what I haye seen, for it could not out etl; on ge — a 
be done without giving information of the greatest difficulty. cnr acicy Peg : 
importance to the enemy, though I do not be- ment dnenading $40 CREE! ur 
lieve it would tend to increase their confidence in Say oe 
their ability to withstand. an advance, .Two.shings I Gen. ; 
think I can predict with perfect safety—first, that Gen. sociassacumendmell 
MoCisuan Will not commence the attack until he is sonal observation, and cl 
completely ready ; and second, that within twelve hours the many Miemenhg 
Sromthe time he dees commence tt, he will have taken Yorke CB 
town with all ifs guns,and made all its ga ; Tr 
And I venture further tosay that this will mentensl. 4 
done with a smaller lossof life than haa aver s 
a similar battle of equal importance: in this country, 
There are some persons, I know, who will mneer 9 
this result, end say that saying life is not the chief 
of war. ‘Other things being equal, L think itis, I 
quite certain that the million of ‘people ‘sosttered: 
throughout the North, who have relatives and friends 
in the Aeld, will nat consider Soaas, episle Aims 
ara sek mies Sener Be ee 
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a ‘deeb tables. For three weeks has Gen. 


‘McCreriaw been doing the same thing 
for the présent rebel forde, on the 
grander scale and with the vasfly more 
destructive engitiery “of modern warfare. 
When the British » General saw what 
the American army. had. done, he realized that 
resistance was hopeless—and surrendered. 
No general engagement took place between 


the two forces. Wagurnerow sacrificed no 
“lives, except the few that were lost in the 


preliminary operations. His reduction of 
Yorktown was a triumph of pure military 
strategy. If it should tarn out that Gen.:Mo- 
Orettan designed to emulate his illustrious 
predecessor in this also? It would jump 
with that General's military method, and 
would certainly bea glorious triumph in the 
estimation of every right-minded man.’ And 
yet one scarcely ventures to desire that it 
‘should be so; for malignity can go very far, 
and there are not Wanting those who 
would make such a bloodless victory 
the occasion for a renewed howl against a 
General whom they have determined: at all 
hazards to defame. But whether it enters in- 
to the plan of Gen. McCrxtian, that Yorktown 
shall fall-into his hands as the ripe fruit of his 
strategic combinations, or whether he intends 
to hurl his vast force against the rebel line 
with a shock that shall shake thé. Atlantic 
coast to its foundations—one thing is certain : 
the crisis is impending; the gigantic prepara- 
tions of the Commanding General are now 
complete, and any hour the electric wire may 
be freighted with intelligence that will be as 
decisive of the fate of the rebellion. as the 
glorious tidings which W asnuncrontransmitted 
to the Continental Congress on the 18th of 
October, 1781, .was decisive of American free- 
dom and independence. 

Historical analogies are necessarily imper- 
fect, and we have no desire to establish any 
forced parallel between the present siege of 
Yorktown and that of the Revolutionary era ; 
but there are some points of comparison and 
some.of contrast between the two sieges, that 
may be profitably considered in view of im- 


pending events. ‘We have elready indicated 
that the preliminary operations in both invest- 
ments were similar. Indeed, so marked is the 
analogy, that, with certain verbal substitu- 
tions, one might almost read the daily reports 
of progress transmitted by Wasnineron to the 
President of Congress, as descriptive, of opera- 
tions in the peninsula to-day. Such dispatches 
as these are common: 

“ Oor, 1.—A small fire all day from our riflemen and 
the enemy’s Yagers, On the 30th, in the morning, we 
discovered that the enemy had evacuated all their 
exterior works, and withdrawn themselves to these 
near the town. By this means we are in possession 
of very advantageous grounds, which command 
their line of works in a very near advance, All the 
expedition that our cireumstances will admit is using 
to bring up our artillery and stores to open our bat- 
teries.” 

Under date of Oct. 6, Wasmuneron writes: 

“We have. been. assiduously employed in making 
fascines and gabions, and in transporting our heavy 
cannon, mortars,and stores from Trebell’s Landing, 
on James River. Opened trenches on the 6th October, 
and established our first parallel within 600 yards of 
the enemy’s works. th ard 8th, employed in com- 
pleting the first parallel. On the Oth, the American 


battery ‘on the right opened, having six 16 and 24- 


pounders, two. mortars, and twe howitzers. On the 
llth October, advanced second parallel within. 300 
yards of the enomy’s works, Only one man Killed, 
and three or four wounded.” 

Again, under date of Oct. 14, Wisninerox 
reports : 

“ The two redoubts on the left of the. British line 
carried by.assault. The firmness and bravery of. the 
troops were admirable. They advanced under. the 
fire of the enemy without returning a shot, and ef- 
fected the business by the bayonet alone. The works 
are of vast importance, and from them shall enfilade 
the whole enemy’s line.” 

' Such is the character of the operations which 


of October, when Connwat.rs sent a. proposi- 
tion of capitulation, It-is very much the 
character of the operations MoO:zetisn has 
been pushing forward for the past three 
weeks. But, aside from this general resem- 
blance, the Lene of the 


the public hasbeen allowed to ontch of the 
gigantic work our army in’ the peninsula hes 
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amplest confidence both:in’ the: plans’ ‘and the pAb mar > 


of ‘the 


ee 


in the treaty just oc 
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Disguise it as we may, we cannot escape the 
charge, before the civilized. world, :of . having 
been, toa great extent; oné prime cause of 
the immusity afforded, for niany years past, 
to this accursed traffic. Under the pretence 
of our national dignity,and the consequent sus- 
ceptibility respecting a right-of search; the 
American flag has been the protection to the 
abandoned of all nations, who were bent upon 
making money in this unhallowed manner; 
against not only. the feelings of all Chrisien- 
dom, but our own professions. 

But this was while the destiny of this great 
nation was wielded by men who-—so far from 
being anxious for the curtailment of Slavery 
—have deliberately inaugurated a war for the 
overthrow of our nationality, merely because 
they were losing the power of extending the 
fnfiuence of the “ peculiar institution.” ‘Now 
that the voice of the North, which means the 
vast majority of the nation, is enabled to be 
heard, we see the animus. of the people in the 
steps already taken toward ridding us of this 
foul blot upon our country’s escutcheon: {The 
conviction and execution of the pirate Gonpom 
was the first tangible proof given ‘of the little 
sympathy. which. we had with slayve-stesl- 
ers, and this new treaty—emanating evident- 


Sswanp—is still stronger evidence, if further 
evidence was needed. ; 

Henceforth the Government of the United 
States washes its hands completely of all 
complicity In the Slave-trade, and its iniqui- 
ties .can._never, directly or indirectly, be 
brought home to us. Henceforth qualified 
officers of the British navy can, with certain 
testimonials, and within certain available lat- 
itudes, board any American merchant vessel 
as “may, upon reasonable grounds, be sus- 
pected of being engaged in the African Slave- 
trade, or of having been fitted out for that 
purpose, or of having, during the voyage on 
which they are met by the said cruisers, been 
engaged in the African Slave-trade, contrary 
to the provisions of the treaty; and such 
cruisers may detain and send, or carry away, 
such vessel, in order that they, may be 
brought.to. trial in the manner. hereinafter 
agreed upon.” Any qualified: officers of the 





final success of the: regs ear are: 3 
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shame. 

To place Sruzom sik baie ees 
was an unhappy mistake. The simple fact | 
that their sympathies are notoriously strong 
for Slavery, at once raises an impassable bar-: 
rier between them and the people, whose cor- | 
dial confidence and support could alone give | | 
success to their military plans, éhd whose an- | | 
imosity to the peculiar Bouthera: institution | 


been in thorough Romer with. themselves, 
Thus the invaluable fighting qualities of 
_borderers, qualities maturely cultivated in. 
squabbles provoked by the Pro-Slavery advis- | 
ers of BucuanaN, would have’ been - utilized, 
and made to play a most effective part in the 
Western campaign. As it is, discontent and } 
demoralization have crept sata waomiaek 
it will be hard to restore the force ¢o its-early 
efficiency. Jemison has not- 

of inealeulable service to the country, or to } 
public order. . The incident. to which he was 


mites tab 
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involuntarily a party, and which has procured ont 
ly from the clear, logical pen of Wustum H. f- ) mu 


fe ncmelien r 
‘aoaais tibiae tives been a ‘pheide cities 


of important events and actions during the} 


month of April, just closed, than in any month 
ofthe war. It has been a month of great 
surrenders, battles and movements. - It has 
been illustrated by the surrender of Island 
Number Ten and its six thousand rebel troops ; 


pester Sey 
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eet ey 
more 
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the Ni mall! gure South, and 


od al ity rebel, - 


‘excepting those ‘who fled. Ithas been crim | «tag 
soned by the bloody battle of Shiloh, and by 8 } mad 


splendid march of Mrrownr and the masterly 


movements of Pors. It has seen the ad- 


American navy have, of course, an equal | ~ 


right, under the same circumstances and in 


the same latitudes, to de the very same to | *” 


British suspected merchant vessels. 


The means eniployed for avoiding anything 
like unfriendly collision in the discharge of 
these humane duties—the mode of bringing 
offenders, of either nation, to speedy and con- 
dign punishment, in the event of being proved 
guilty by the courts, or of compensating them 
in case of illegal detention—the, punishment 
mutually agreed upon to be inflicted upon any 
naval officer who shall-transcend hisinstruc- 
tions,—the . minute enumeration: of articles 
which shall be considered as affording prima |: 
facie evidence that the vessel was engaged.in 
the African Slave-trade—are all matured with 
the utmost circumspection, and give abundant 
evidence of the perfect’ good faith in. which 
both contracting parties have entered into 
this important engagement. 

Three mixed courts of adjudication, formed 
by an equal number of individuals of each aa- 
tion--one at Sierra Leone, one at the Cape 
of Good Hope, and one at New-York—are to 
be established. The treaty is to be. in force [ 
for ten years, at the end of which time. either 


gety as soa atan of 6 sich 


has been drawing in his strength, preparatory 
to a spring upon the enemy. But the great- 
est work of the month, greater than the sur- 
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